
 
Families of Denison Montessori (FDM) 

September 2019 General Meeting Minutes 

 

Date, Time and Location: September 12, 2019, 9:00 am in Room 101 

Meeting Called to order by: Ana Peterson and Kris Green 

 

Committee Reports 

Fall Festival: Ana Peterson/Kacey Bennet 

a) The board wants to add something new every year. Currently, we’re considering hiring someone 

to make balloons but the cost is $200/2 hours so it might not be worth it. Another option is a 

bouncy castle but we need school approval and might need waivers 

b) Pepsi will donate 30 cases if someone uses their school email. Pickup is at I70 & Peoria 

 

Fun Run: Lynn Roberts 

a) Current funds raised are 6k but over 8k was pledged.  

b) CSC and FDM will narrow down ideas on how to spend the money raised at the November 

meetings. There are grants that come through the district but then they may take a cut. 

c) Students that had the highest number of laps were given prizes of Denison shirts 

d) Some people wanted to pay the day of the Fun Run. We need more people on Yates next time. 

The teachers loved it and we want to get the 3yo’s more involved next year. Kids should bring 

their backpacks next year so they don’t have to return to class after the run. 

e) Lynn and Amy spent about $1,000 out of pocket this year so maybe next year we can help with 

the startup costs since it was not anticipated this year. 

 

On-going Business 

a) Spirit Week Follow Up (Ana Peterson) - Next year have the dates on the calendar and submit the 
categories at the end of the year. Also, make sure we get the wording right for mismatched and 
avoid using the word “crazy.”  
 

b) Usborne Book Fair  (Kris Green) - The book fair is from the 11-15th. Flyers will be sent out the 
Friday after the fall festival. No backpacks allowed. Teacher’s will create a wishlist on the first 
day and all money raised will go towards books for the library. 
 

c) Roller City Follow Up (Kris Green) - $170 raised and the event was a success 
 

d) Thanksgiving Meal  (Kris Green) - The meal is on the 14th from 11:15-1 and we will need some 
parents to help. Sixth graders are setting up and Alice may need our help. 
 

e) Epilepsy Awareness (Alex Ledesma) - We will have bake sales on the 8th and 15th and may have 
someone from the Epilepsy Foundation. We’re creating a banner that can be reused in the 
future, a poster with 25 epilepsy facts and a flyer with all the details for the Friday folder. The 
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goal is to support the foundation and pass laws that anyone who works with children would 
need to be trained in seizure recognition and response. We’re the first school taking this 
initiative in Colorado. Anyone who participates will get a small prize from the foundation. 
 

f) Teacher Wishlist (Kacey Bennett) - The teachers like the idea. This month we’ll compile the list 
and look to purchase by December 1. We are considering asking the parents to purchase things 
first because some want to donate directly to the classroom then we can purchase the rest. 
Some of the materials in classrooms are outdated or unusable. We could possible have a list out 
during the book fair and Thanksgiving meal so parents can do that for teacher gifts. Angela has 
the school number for Montessori Services so that we will get some money back. We include 
coach, the speech therapist, health tech, music. Full time gets $100 and part time gets $50. 
 

g) Field Trips (Kacey Bennet) - Right now the only field trips to the Newman Center at DU are for 
upper L. We are probably going back to a Title 1 school so tickets would be $3 instead of $5. We 
don’t know if we will be reimbursed for transportation. For lower L we are considering the 
SPREE program on the South Platte which involves teaching kids about the outdoors and 
ecosystems. $10/kid grants are possible and they could cater the program to our students. The 
Denver Nature and Science Museum is about $1/kid. There is also a teacher planned field trip in 
Jan. 
 

h) After School Enrichment (Kacey Bennet) - We want to offer after school enrichment this year. 
We might be able to partner with some community programs for ideas or support such as Pop 
Culture Classroom and the Bear Valley Library. We could also bring the book mobile and 
coordinate with teachers on a theme. Here are some ideas from the board: 
i) DMHS is a good resource for students to volunteer but we need specific jobs for them 
ii) Doull had a washer and dryer donated for student and classroom use 
iii) Kids in the kitchen series in the spring or home ec that coordinates cooking, gardening, 

crafting, sewing, laundry and practical life skills 
iv) Kids serving meals and coffee  
v) Farmer’s market - Rent our space out, have a CSA. Assign tasks to students and rotate 

through the activities 
vi) Car Wash 
vii) Second language classes 
viii) Look into whether Google, Apple, Microsoft or Comcast have grants for tech 
ix) Ask our parents for sponsorship ideas from the companies where they work 

 
i) School App - Other schools have an app to streamline all school info and volunteer opportunites. 

CSC is working on getting this going for Denison. 
 

j) Teacher Lunch for Conferences - Teachers need to stay late Thursday and then all day Friday. We 
need a sign up for donations like 4 soups or a baked potato bar that we can spread over 2 days. 
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k) Free Ice Cream Donation - Becky Sanders wants to donate ice cream and root beer for the 

classroom parties for the Fun Run. 
l)  Sponsorship Signs - Chelsea will look into finding sponsors for fence banners 

 
m) Believe - Fundraising has declined. Last year we raised 2k so we’ll revisit it again next year. 

 
n) Craft/Art Fair - We’re considering a craft fair later this school year (Spring Bazaar) or next year 

around the holidays because they bring in a lot of people. Chelsea will talk to Elsa. 
 

o) Soiree - March is ideal and we’ll discuss it in detail at the next meeting. 
 

p) Garage Sale - We’re considering a garage sale at the end of the year (not near the Soiree). Kids 
could help. We could have the sale at the school but we need to store everything before and 
after and possibly help with transportation of the donated items. We may be able to piggy back 
on the Harvey Park Neighborhood garage sale and ask people to donate a percentage of what 
they earn so that no one has to move anything. We can use purple and green balloons at the 
houses and people could volunteer to host a sale at their home and allow other parents to bring 
their items there. Use NextDoor to let people know. 

 
 

Next meeting is: November 14, 2019 at 9:00 in the Denison Library 

Meeting Adjourned at: 11:30 am 

Minutes Compiled by: Cole Warren 
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